
Sunday, October 4, 2015 

Welcome to Manchester Church of the Nazarene!  We are delighted 
to have you with us today, as we seek to worship God, pray for one 
another and our world, and listen intently to whatever the Holy Spirit 

might say to us.  Relax!  Consider yourself among friends! 

Welcome Song and Welcome 

Praise and Worship 

Prayer 

Announcements 

Worship Through Giving 
(Children are Dismissed to Children’s Church) 

Communion 

Investigating God’s Word: James 2:14-26 

Response to God’s Word 

Opportunity to Reach Out in Our Neighborhood 

The Family Resource Center (FRC) at Waddell School in Manchester is experiencing a 
large influx of students who need snacks during the day.  The FRC keeps a pantry 
containing granola bars, pretzels, and dried fruit for the students in the program, but 
due to the influx, their supplies are becoming low.  We have an opportunity to partner 
with them to provide these snacks.  If you are willing to purchase these specific items 
in bulk (with packages that are easily distributed individually) at places like BJ’s or 
Sam’s Club, it would be greatly appreciated.  You may drop off these items at the 
church office for Pastor Garry to deliver to FRC. 

MANCHESTER CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 
218 Main Street, Manchester, CT • (860) 646-8599 • mcnaz.com 

Today 
Sunday School 9:30 AM 
Morning Worship Service 10:45 AM 
MinistrySafe Training 12:15 PM 

Tuesday 
CCS Board Meeting 6:30 PM 

Wednesday 
Wednesdays with the Wise 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Night Refresh 7:00 PM 

Friday 
MCN Student Ministries 5:00 PM 

Saturday 
Prayer Retreat 9:00 AM-1:00 PM 
CCS Celebration Banquet 5:30 PM 
Saturation Prayer 7:00 PM 

This Week 

Looking Ahead 
Oct 13 MCN Board Meeting 

Oct 15 Women Connecting After Five 
 (Flynn’s Grill, South Glastonbury) 

Oct 17 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Oct 18 Homecoming Sunday 
Oct 27 CCS Board Meeting 

Nov 1 All Saints’ Day 

Nov 7 Connecting with Cookies 

Nov 10 MCN Board Meeting 

Nov 13-15 Faith Promise 

Nov 29 Advent Begins 

Dec 1 CCS Board Meeting 

Dec 2 Wednesdays with the Wise 

Dec 5 Advent Banquet 

Dec 13 Children’s Program 

Dec 15 MCN Board Dinner 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve Service 

Dec 31 New Year’s Eve Game Night 

Sermon Text: James 2:14-26 
Sermon Questions 
1. Why are Christians so careful to make the point that no one is good enough to be 

saved? 

2. Are works done before you are saved different from works done after you are 
saved?  Explain. 

3. Why does James talk about the faith of the demons?  Why doesn’t the faith of 
demons save them? 

4. In what four ways do our works validate our faith? 

5. What do our works prove about our faith? 

Additional Scriptures 
Romans 1:17; 4:1-3 
In these verses, the author talks about being saved by faith.  Is this the opposite of 
what James is saying?  Why or why not? 

Galatians 2:15 to 3:7 
In these verses, Paul talks about the difference between being saved by obeying the 
Old Testament law, versus being saved by trusting in Christ, by exercising faith in him.  
Do these verses contradict what James is saying?  Explain. 

Small Group Discussion 
1. How is a person saved? 

2. What does it mean to be righteous? 

3. Verse 15 condemns the practice of offering nice words without offering any 
tangible help.  Have you ever experienced this?  How did you feel at the time? 

4. What kinds of works prove that we love Christ and are walking under the direction 
of the Holy Spirit? 

5. Who decides which works we should do, since we are all so busy? 

6. How do you keep the need to demonstrate “works which validate our faith” from 
becoming a new legalism? 

Going Deeper 
1. What evidence would you cite to demonstrate that your faith is true and sincere? 

2. How do you deal with a situation where you feel you should have done more, but 
failed to do so? 

3. How do you keep from feeling shame that you can’t do more, or even as much as 
you would like to do? 

 



Weekly Meetings 
Wednesday Night Refresh—7:00 PM 
Beginning this Wednesday, our  format will 
change to a round table reading of Ezra.  
Come and be a part of what is sure to be a 
rich time in prayer, in the Word, and in 
discussion.  We will purposefully take time to 
examine how we can apply the Word in our 
daily lives.  Come be refreshed! 

Saturation Prayer—Saturdays at 7:00 PM 
Have you ever suddenly realized that your 
prayer life is non-existent?  Are you 
uncomfortable praying out loud?  Saturday 
night Saturation Prayer is the place where that 
can change; and let me tell you, it will change 
your life.  As you pray silently along with others, 
you will learn and be encouraged how to 
pray. 

We pray as it says in Ephesians 6, that we may 
grow to discern the schemes of the enemy, 
that we learn to pray against the spiritual 
forces of darkness dressed in the armor of 
God.  Come and praise our God because He 
is our strength and our deliverance, and not 
only will your life change, but our homes, 
church, schools and communities can be 
changed to! 

Join us on Saturday nights at 7 PM in the 
Sanctuary.  If you have questions, please call 
Tim and Jane Loftus (860-205-3957). 

Wednesdays with the Wise—October 7 at 11:00 AM 
Our next luncheon for our 60(ish) and older friends will be Wednesday, October 7 at 11:00 AM in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Feel free to bring side dishes to share as you are able.  We hope that you will 
be able to join us! 

Guided Prayer Retreat—Oct 10 
You are invited to join a guided prayer retreat on Saturday morning, October 10, beginning at 
9:00 AM.  There is no cost, unless you want us to provide a simple lunch for you ($5).  The retreat 
runs until about 1:00 PM.  Bring your bible, a journal and pen; sign up in the Lobby. 

The Cornerstone Christian School—Celebration Banquet 
The Cornerstone Christian School will hold its annual Celebration Banquet on Saturday, October 
10 at 5:30 PM.  Join us as we celebrate God’s provision and our 35th year as a school, and to 
partner with us as we look towards the future.  This is also an excellent opportunity to view the 
renovations to our Gymnasium located in the McLain Building.  RSVP by contacting the school 
office at (860) 643-0792. 

Women Connecting After Five—October 15 
Women Connecting After Five is a non-denominational outreach ministry of stonecroft.org and is 
a time to invite other women to a place where they can hear the Gospel in a comfortable, non-
threatening atmosphere.  After an interesting activity and a delicious dinner, the speaker will tell 
her story of what her life was like before she learned about Jesus and how her life has been 
changed by Him.  Invitations with specific information are on the welcome tables in the Lobby. 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast—October 17 at 8:00 AM 
Join us for a breakfast, devotional time and time of prayer together.  After the breakfast, we will 
knock off about an hour’s worth of chores around the church, so bring along a few generic tools.  
We will be finished long before 11 AM!  We are looking to clean out the lower level of the barn in 
preparation for the winter season. 

Homecoming Service Planned for October 18! 
Rev. Ken Stanford, Superintendent of the New England District Church of the Nazarene will be our 
special guest on October 18!  As many of you know, Kenny was the pastor here from 2001 to 
2005.  We’d like to ask you to invite your friends to this special service, especially those who 
haven’t been here for a while. 

Adult Sunday School classes will end early that day (10:00 AM) to give time for an extended 
coffee reception before the service.  After the service, there will be a finger foods reception in 
the Lobby (think sandwiches, veggies, cheese/crackers, etc.).  The goal of this is to allow us extra 
time to greet our visitors and have extended conversations.  Please don’t make plans to rush 
away from church that day!  Plan to loiter and engage in conversation after the service! 

We will need some extra help that day: 

1. I need several people to fill sandwiches with salads the caterer will provide.  (9:00 AM) 
2. I need several people to help set out the “after service reception food” (during the end of 

the service). 
3. I need a clean up crew of about 2-3 people. 

To volunteer, send an email to office@mcnaz.com.  Many thanks! 

Financials 

  
Tithes & 

Offerings Missions 

Received 7,581 483 

Needed 9,600 767 
Received Year 
to Date 236,181 16,371 

Needed 
Year to Date 249,600 19,942 

Surplus/Deficit (13,419) (3,571) 

Activity Highlights (Continued) 

Sunday School Class Highlights 
Discipleship Ministries—Segment One 

Understanding the Bible and 
Growing in Christ 

In this class, we will learn about the 
composition and origin of the Bible, including 
the differences between the kinds of books 
that are included in it.  We will discuss what it 
means when we say the Bible is inspired, and 
we will begin the process of studying it.  We will 
also talk about the methods that Christians 
have commonly used to remain present to 
God so that they can mature and grow closer 
to God throughout their lives. 

This class will be taught on Sunday mornings at 
9:30 AM and will meet in the CCS Library.  It will 
begins today and end December 6 (10 
weeks), but it is not too late to join us.  Pastor 
Light will be the teacher. 

Announcements 
Assisted Listening Devises 
Assisted listening devises are now available for 
those who are having difficulty clearly hearing 
the Sunday morning services.  If you are 
interested in receiving an assisted listening 
devise each Sunday morning, feel free to 
contact the church office (860-646-8599 or 
office@mcnaz.com), or you may speak with 
Tonia Light. 

Out of Sight, Not Out of Mind! 
Each week we list the name of a member of 
our church that can’t be present in our 
services.  We encourage you to use this 
prompt to send cards, make a call, and to 
pray for that individual.  Your interaction 
makes a big difference! 

Nursery and Toddler Room— 
Assistance Needed 
The nursery and preschool rooms are in need 
of additional helpers.  Specific times when 
help is needed is as follows: 

Nursery Room: 
 1st Sunday of the Month 
 Sunday School and Worship Service 

 5th Sunday of the Month 
 Sunday School and Worship Service 

Preschool Room: 
 3rd Sunday of the Month 
 Sunday School 

 4th Sunday of the Month 
 Worship Service 

If you are committing to a specific day each 
month is not feasible, but you would still like to 
help with this ministry, substitute helpers are 
always welcome.  Please see Cindy to 
volunteer. 

Church Directories 
Church directories are available in the Lobby 
today; feel free to take one home with you.  
Please notify the church office of any 
corrections or omissions. 

Small Groups Resume Soon! 
For the past two years, we have maintained 
several small groups that meet either weekly or 
every other week to discuss God’s word 
together, pray together, and in some cases, 
share a meal together.  It is the nature of these 
kinds of ministries to expand and contract, 
changing with the needs of the people 
involved in them.  Several of these groups will 
begin again in the next few weeks.  Some will 
disband, but there may also be some folks 
who would like to help start a new small group. 

If you are interested in: 1. Hosting a small 
group; 2. Being trained to lead a small group; 
or 3. Participating in a small group, please 
contact Pastor Dan as soon as possible.  
Please call the church office (860-646-8599) or 
send an email (dan.whitney@mcnaz.com) to 
register your interest. 

Activity Highlights 
Connecting with Cookies—Saturday, November 7 from 1-4 PM 
Women’s Ministries invites ladies to bring in 2 dozen cookies each, we’ll package them up, and 
then after a talk by Sue Donnelly about visiting folks in nursing homes, shut-ins, hospitals, etc., we 
will team up and make visits to deliver the cookies.  Please sign up in the Lobby for this fun 
opportunity to connect with members of our congregation who have difficulty making it to 
church.  Your children are welcome to join us! 


