
Sunday, November 22, 2015 

Welcome to Manchester Church of the Nazarene!  We are delighted 
to have you with us today, as we seek to worship God, pray for one 
another and our world, and listen intently to whatever the Holy Spirit 

might say to us.  Relax!  Consider yourself among friends! 

Welcome Song and Welcome 
(Children are Dismissed to Children’s Church) 

Praise and Worship 

Prayer 

Announcements 

Worship Through Giving 

Investigating God’s Word: James 5:13ff 

Response to God’s Word 

MANCHESTER CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 
218 Main Street, Manchester, CT • (860) 646-8599 • mcnaz.com 

Today 
Sunday School 9:30 AM 
Coffee & Conversation 10:30 AM 
Morning Worship Service 10:45 AM 

Thursday 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner NOON 
(The Salvation Army) 

Men’s Celebrate Recovery 
Testimony Night 7:00 PM 
Cross Talk Café 7:45 PM 
Men’s Open Share 8:00 PM 

Saturday 
Saturation Prayer 7:00 PM 

This Week 

Looking Ahead 
Nov 29 Advent Begins 

Nov 29 Hanging of the Greens 

Dec 1 CCS Board Meeting 

Dec 2 Wednesdays with the Wise 

Dec 5 Advent Banquet 

Dec 13 Children’s Program 

Dec 15 MCN Board Dinner 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve Service 

Dec 31 New Year’s Eve Game Night 

Jan 2 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Jan 6  Wednesdays with the Wise 

Jan 22 Soup and Substance 

Sermon Text:  James 5:13ff 
Sermon Questions 

1. What does James say about the way we speak of one another? 

2. What does James mean by his advice to “refuse to swear or make an oath?” 

3. What is the best way to keep from breaking your promises? 

4. What should you do when you find yourself in a crisis? 

5. Why would James encourage us to confess our sins to one another? 

6. What is the point of anointing with oil? 

7. What is the value in pursuing a brother or sister who has lost their way or who has lost 
faith? 

Additional Scriptures 
Matthew 5:33-37 
Jesus gives instructions about our promises.  How does this impact our choices about 
keeping our word? 

Romans 12:9-16 
These words of the apostle mirror the words of James in several ways.  Outline the 
similarities.  What else does the author of Romans add? 

Small Group Discussion 
1. How do you typically respond to crises in your life? 

2. When was the last time you grumbled about a brother or sister?  What events led to 
the grumbling?  Do you still feel justified in grumbling? 

3. Do you tend to think before you make a promise, or look for excuses after you make 
the promise for your inability to keep it? 

4. What damage is done when you don’t keep a promise, even if you ask for 
forgiveness later? 

5. Do you have a person or group of people with whom you can confess your sins?  
Who might be a candidate for such in your life? 

6. How do you celebrate the goodness of God to you?  Cite a recent example. 

Going Deeper 
1. Which advice of James cut most closely to you?  What will you do about it? 

2. Is there anyone you think you should pursue—someone you know is making wrong 
choices, even though they are professing a desire to live righteously?  (Of course, we 
understand that when we pursue people who have not made this kind of 
commitment, we are expecting Christian behavior out of non-Christian people, which 
doesn’t make a whole bunch of sense, does it?) 

Advent Banquet—December 5 
The Advent Banquet will be on Saturday December 5.  Hors d’oeuvres will be served at  
5:30 pm and dinner will begin at 6:00 pm.  The suggested donation this year is $6 per adult 
and $4 per child, not to exceed $20 per family.  We want everyone to come!  Cost is low 
and subsidized so that you can be a part.  Don’t let finances keep you from attending.  If 
you can’t afford the evening, come anyway!!!  This will be a fun, family night, with music, 
activities, and good food! 

Each family is invited to bring a dessert that is easy to serve, e.g., cookies, bars, sliced cake, 
etc.  A sign up sheet is in the Lobby today. 

Financials 

   Tithes & 
Offerings  Missions 

Received  11,007  3,597 

Needed  9,600  767 
Received 
Year to Date  311,186  23,169 

Needed 
Year to Date  316,800  25,311 

Surplus  (5,614)  (2,142) 



Weekly Meetings 

Wednesday Night Refresh—7 PM 
For this session of Wednesday Night Refresh 
we will be changing our format to a round 
table reading of Ezra.  Come and be a part 
of what is sure to be a rich time in prayer, in 
the Word, and in discussion.  We will 
purposefully take time to examine how we 
can apply the Word in our daily lives.  
Come be refreshed! 

Celebrate Recovery—Men—7 PM 
Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered,  
12-step, life recovery support program 
meeting in the lower level of the McLain 
Building, Sterling Place entrance.  Are you 
struggling alone with hurts, habits and  
hang-ups that hinder your personal or 
spiritual growth?  CR is a safe place for you 
to find support. 

This Thursday:  
7:00 PM Testimony Meeting with CJ & 

Linda (video) 
7:45 PM Cross Talk Café (coffee & with it) 
8:00 PM Men’s Open Share (confidential 

support). Men Only* 

*Women are car-pooling to other locations 
on other nights.  Call Dave: 860 432 8251 

Saturation Prayer—Saturdays at 7 PM 
Jesus proclaimed that His House shall be 
called a house of prayer (Mark 11:17).  With 
this one statement, Jesus “distilled down the 
purpose of God’s house and meeting 
together of God’s people to a central 
priority: believers getting together for 
prayer . . . As Jesus well knew, everything 
else that occupies the church’s time and 
energy will be lacking in power and 
blessing and the fragrance of God’s 
presence if prayer is not kept first” (The 
Battle Plan for Prayer p. 23). 

Join us on Saturday nights at 7 PM in the 
Sanctuary. 

Children Go Early to Children’s Church! 
The Christmas Program is only three weeks away!  All children participating in the program 
will leave worship after the opening song to prepare for the program.  Pray for the children 
and for Nancy Whitney as they prepare to minister to us the great story of Christmas! 

Hanging of the Greens—November 29 
You are invited to join us as we decorate the church for Christmas on Sunday night, 
November 29 at 6:00 PM.  This is an informal time for the whole family to beautify our church 
for the Christmas season.  You are welcome to bring your favorite holiday treats to share.  If 
you have any questions, please feel free to contact Tonia Light. 

Wednesdays with the Wise—December 2 
The next Wednesdays with the Wise luncheon for our 60(ish) and over friends will be 
Wednesday, December 2 at 11:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall.  The church will provide the 
main dish and you are invited to bring a side dish to share.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Tonia Light at 860-646-8599 or tonia.light@mcnaz.com. 

Women Connecting After Five—December 10 at 6 PM 
Women Connecting After Five is a non-denominational outreach ministry of stonecroft.org 
and is a time to invite other women to a place where they can hear the Gospel in a 
comfortable, non-threatening atmosphere.  After an interesting activity and a delicious 
dinner, the speaker will tell her story of what her life was like before she learned about Jesus 
and how her life has been changed by Him.  Invitations with specific information are on the 
welcome tables in the Lobby. 

New Sunday School Class Begins Soon—The Battle Plan for Prayer 
Our Prayer Sunday school class is beginning a new book called The Battle Plan for Prayer 
written by Stephen and Alex Kendrick.  It is inspired by the War Room film.  We will begin this 
study on December 11.  If you are interested in joining the class, please inform Jane Loftus 
ASAP to allow time to order books.  The cost of the book will be $10 or you can order your 
own e book from CBD.  The class meets in the upstairs chapel. 

Activity Highlights Announcements (Continued) 

Ministry Safe 
As you know, protecting the safety of our children is of highest concern to us.  Our policies 
addressing the screening of individuals who work with children require additional training 
every two years, which means most of our workers are soon due to update their training.  
MINISTRY SAFE is the name of our training program.  If you receive an email from MINISTRY 
SAFE, it is because MCN or CCS sent this to you because the time for your update has 
arrived.  You have about 30 days to complete the training.  Watch your email for the 
training link from MINISTRY SAFE!  

Help Needed 
Marilyn Taylor is looking for some help with storage for her furniture.  She is anticipating that 
she will need to relocate to a new (as of yet unidentified) apartment, and would like to 
have a plan for about two bedrooms of furniture for the transition.  Please contact Marilyn if 
you can be of help to her. 

Board Briefs 
1. Monthly Board meeting was held on Tuesday, November 17 at 6:30 PM. 

2. Faith Promise amount stands at $17,675. 

3. Prices for Advent banquet were established at $6/adult; $4/child; $20/family 
maximum. 

4. Quotes were requested to deal with the paving problems of our parking lots. 

5. HVAC system still needs adjustment, as programming systems are not functioning 
properly. 

6. Celebrate Recovery style ministry restarted for Men.  Women will hopefully start soon. 

7. Finances are behind projected budget, however, expenses have been kept lower 
than budget to accommodate.  No changes made to budget at present. 

8. Faith promise event was discussed.  Decided to change to a Sunday through Monday 
or Tuesday format for next year. 

9. Average attendance for October in Morning Worship was 187. 

10. A new stove/oven was purchased for main kitchen.  Scott Paterson to secure it. 

11. A new mission statement (a condensation) was presented for consideration for 
Cornerstone:  “Cornerstone exists to form lifelong learners with a solid, biblical 
worldview who are equipped to respond to God’s call in their lives. By partnering with 
families and churches, we strive to lead students to faith in Christ and to inspire Christ‐
like character.”  This will be voted on at our next meeting. 

12. Reports were received from staff members and departments.  The Whitneys and the 
Lights expressed thanks for the gifts given as a part of pastoral appreciation month. 

Announcements 

Thank You! 
Thanks to all of the folks who helped us rake 
leaves, pack and deliver thanksgiving 
baskets, gathered and donated the food for 
the baskets, and then cleaned up 
afterwards.  Your ministries are so important, 
and your church family is deeply grateful. 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
The Salvation Army will hold its annual 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner on 
November 26 at NOON.  Volunteers are 
needed to help with set-up, serving, and 
clean-up.  If you are interested in helping, 
please contact The Salvation Army office at 
(860) 649-7787. 

Faith Promise Goal 
The total promised, to this point, as a result of 
our Faith Promise weekend is $17,675—over 
the next year.  There is still time to submit 
your Faith Promise so that we can reach our 
goal of $30,000 for missions this year. 

Christmas Poinsettia Orders 
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia this 
year, please place a note in the offering 
plate or send an email to the church office.  
The deadline is Sunday, December 13 for the 
orders.  Cost is $15.00 each.  We invite folks 
to take the plants home after the service on 
Christmas Sunday. 


