
Sunday, December 27, 2015 

Welcome to Manchester Church of the Nazarene!  We are delighted 
to have you with us today, as we seek to worship God, pray for one 
another and our world, and listen intently to whatever the Holy Spirit 

might say to us.  Relax!  Consider yourself among friends! 

MANCHESTER CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 
218 Main Street, Manchester, CT • (860) 646-8599 • mcnaz.com 

Today 
Coffee & Conversation 10:30 AM 
Morning Worship Service 10:45 AM 

Tuesday 
CCS Board Meeting 6:30 PM 

Wednesday 
Wednesday Night Refresh 7:00 PM 

Thursday 
New Year’s Eve Party 7:00 PM 

Food • Games • Fun 

Celebrate Recovery 
Home Run, The Movie 7:00 PM 

Saturday 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast 8:00 AM 
Meet at Dunkin’Donuts—210 Deming Street, Manchester 
Parsonage Preparation—Wakefield, RI 

Saturation Prayer 7:00 PM 

This Week 

Looking Ahead 
Jan 6  Wednesdays with the Wise 

Jan 12 MCN Board Meeting 

Jan 22 Soup and Substance 

Jan 29 CCS Board Meeting 

Feb 3 Wednesdays with the Wise 

Feb 6 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Feb 16 MCN Board Meeting 

Mar 1 CCS Board Meeting 

Mar 2 Wednesdays with the Wise 

Mar 5 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Financials 

   Tithes & 
Offerings  Missions 

Received 
Last Week  11,522  830 

Needed 
Weekly  9,600  767 

Received 
Year to Date  357,861  27,316 

Needed 
Year to Date  364,800  29,146 

Surplus/Deficit  (6,939)  (1,830) 

Sermon Text: Luke 2:41-52 
What do I want to leave behind in 2015? 

Grief from tragic experiences: 

Wounds from others: 

Worries regarding: 

Debilitating habits: 

Character flaws or vices: 

Distracting relationships or activities: 

Others: 

What do I want to take with me into 2016? 
The assurance of God’s presence: 

Renew or initiate Spiritual disciplines: 
Prayer 

Spiritual Reading 

Fasting 

Accountability 

Praise 

A specific promise from God: 

Renewed optimism that God is at work: 

An increased commitment to caring for others: 

A passion for glorifying God: 

Other: 

Welcome Song and Welcome 

Praise and Worship 

Announcements and Worship Through Giving 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw 
off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles.  And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfector of faith. Hebrews 12:1,2 

Prayer 

Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline.  So be earnest and repent.  Here I am!  I 
stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in and eat with that person, and they with me. Revelation 3:19, 20 

Praise and Worship 

“Why were you searching for me?” he asked.  “Didn’t you know I had to be in my 
Father’s house?”  But they did not understand what he was saying to them.  Then he 
went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them.  But his mother 
treasured all these things in her heart.  And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and man. Luke 2:41-52 

Investigating God’s Word: Luke 2:41-52 

Response to God’s Word: Build Your Kingdom Here 

Blessing 



Weekly Meetings 
Wednesday Night Refresh—7 PM 
For the next four Wednesdays, December 9-
the 30, we will be doing a special study on the 
birth of Christ.  There are many misnomers that 
Christians believe, and we of all people should 
know the Biblical account!  It’s a great activity 
for Advent to dwell, meditate and study this 
magnificent series of incredible miracles.  We 
will be so filled with awe that we can do 
nothing less than share it with others around us!  
Children are welcome to sit and study with us, 
as well as sit on the floor and play.  Come and 
be refreshed this Christmas season! 

Celebrate Recovery—Men and Women 
Celebrate Recovery East of the River presents: 

Home Run, the Movie on New Year’s Eve 

7:00 PM in the lower level of the 
McLain Building. 

The public is welcome free of charge. 

Saturation Prayer—Saturdays at 7 PM 
Want to make a significant difference in this 
world in 2016?  We can by coming together as 
a church and praying.  The hopes and 
promises are unlimited as we gather in unity to 
pray God's will into our community, church 
and families.  Everything we do as a church 
will have an anointing and power that can 
come only from our humble perseverance, 
joined together at the foot of the cross.  
Consider a New Year's Resolution that includes 
committing to be present for our weekly 
prayer meeting once a week, once a month, 
or even once a quarter.  Let’s saturate our 
church and community with rivers of living 
water! 

Many, Many Thanks! 
A big THANK YOU to everyone who donated food for the Christmas baskets and gifts for our 
community kids.  We were able to assist 9 of our neighbors with Christmas food baskets and gifts, 
and helped supply an additional 15 Christmas gifts to families in need.  Hats off to the Augustines 
for their coordination efforts and to the folks who donated a new freezer to MCN to hold the 
turkeys . . . in hopes that we can do this kind of thing throughout the year. 

Parsonage Preparations in Wakefield, RI 
The Wakefield, RI Church of the Nazarene has a new pastor, and we have been invited (okay, 
volunteered by me) to assist this small church in getting their parsonage ready for the new 
pastoral family.  Three things are needed: People to clean, haul out junk and paint.  We are 
setting aside two days to assist with this project: January 2 and January 9.  If you are interested in 
assisting, please contact Pastor Dan Whitney to volunteer.  Wakefield is about a 95 minute drive in 
good weather.  I suspect most of the first day will be hauling and cleaning, with some painting 
work, while most of the second day will be painting.  We will be joined by some friends from the 
Rumford Church of the Nazarene in Rhode Island! 

The installation service for the new pastor is January 24 at 2:00 PM.  Place it on your calendar, if 
you want to go! 

Ministry Safe 
As you know, protecting the safety of our children is of highest concern to us.  Our policies 
addressing the screening of individuals who work with children require additional training every 
two years, which means most of our workers are soon due to update their training.  MINISTRY SAFE 
is the name of our training program.  If you receive an email from MINISTRY SAFE, it is because 
MCN or CCS sent this to you because the time for your update has arrived.  You have about 30 
days to complete the training.  Watch your email for the training link from MINISTRY SAFE! 

Nursery and Toddler Room Assistance 
The nursery and preschool rooms are in need of additional helpers.  Specific times when help is 
needed is as follows: 

Nursery Room: 
 1st Sunday of the Month 
 Sunday School and Worship Service 

 5th Sunday of the Month 
 Sunday School and Worship Service 

Preschool Room: 
 3rd Sunday of the Month 
 Sunday School 

 4th Sunday of the Month 
 Worship Service 

If committing to a specific day each month is not feasible, but you would still like to help with this 
ministry, substitute helpers are always welcome.  Please see Cindy to volunteer. 

Announcements 
New Sunday School Class —The Battle Plan for Prayer 
The Sunday School class on Prayer will begin with the War Room Bible Study on 
January 10, and then we will continue with the Battle Plan for Prayer (both are 
written by Alex and Stephen Kendrick).  Please contact Jane or Tim Loftus to make 
sure we can order books for you as soon as possible.  On January 3, we will join the 
missionary class with Donna Corbeil. 

New Year’s Eve Party—December 31 at 7 PM 
This Thursday at 7 PM there will be a New Year’s Eve Party at the church for families and friends.  
Bring board games and some snacks to share. 

We will also have an hour long program for our children during this year's celebration from 8:00 PM 
- 9:00 PM, with a special “ball drop” at 9:00 PM to cheer in the new year.  So we can best plan for 
this time, please note in the communication pad if you plan to attend this event and how many 
children will be joining us.  Also, if you are able to assist with this event, please contact Tonia Light. 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast—January 2 at 8 AM 
We have an alternate plan for our Men’s Prayer Breakfast this month.  Details will be announced 
in the service today.  We are going on a road trip to Wakefield, RI.  If you would like to join us, 
plan to meet at the Dunkin’ Donuts located at 210 Deming Street, Manchester, CT, and we will 
carpool from there.  All cars will depart by 8:15 AM. 

Wednesdays with the Wise—January 6 
Our next Wednesdays with the Wise luncheon for our 60(ish) and over friends will be Wednesday, 
January 6 at 11:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall.  We hope you can join us for this wonderful time of 
worship, fellowship, and food.  You are invited to bring a side dish to share.  If you have any 
questions, please contact the church office at (860)646-8599 or tonia.light@mcnaz.com. 

Beth Moore Bible Study to Begin January 7, 2016, 9:30—11:00 AM 
“MOMENTS FOR MOMS" Bible study invites ALL WOMEN to attend The 
Patriarchs: Encountering the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Discover 
God's pursuit of relationship and the unfolding of His earthly plan: How 
through one nation—and ultimately one man—all people on earth will be 
blessed.  A DVD driven Bible study by Beth Moore herself along with a group 
study participation.  Come grow with us!  Childcare from nursery to pre-
school provided beginning at 9:15 AM.  Contact Sandy Snellenberger at 860-
432-0241 or dalesnel@att.net, or see her at church.  Class will be held in the 
Fellowship Hall of Manchester Church of the Nazarene. 

Women Connecting After Five—January 7 at 6 PM 
Do you have a friend who would like to eat out with a friendly group of women?  Bring her with 
you to the next meeting of Women Connecting After Five.   Enjoy the fellowship of other women, 
eat a delicious dinner, enjoy an interesting program, and hear an encouraging speaker.  
Invitations with specific information are on the welcome tables.  If you have questions, please see 
Marlene Peterson or Evelyn Banning. 

Christmas Undecorating—January 10 
We will need some help to take down the Christmas decorations Sunday, January 10 following 
the morning service.  A light lunch will be provided immediately after the service and then we will 
pack up the decorations.  If you are able to help, kindly make a note in the communication pad 
or contact Tonia Light. 

Activity Highlights 


