
Sunday, March 19, 2017 

Welcome to Manchester Church of the Nazarene!  We are delighted 
to have you with us today, as we seek to worship God, pray for one 
another and our world, and listen intently to whatever the Holy Spirit 

might say to us.  Relax!  Consider yourself among friends! 

MANCHESTER CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 
218 Main Street, Manchester, CT • (860) 646-8599 • mcnaz.com 

 

This Week 

Looking Ahead 

Today 
Sunday School 9:30 AM 
Coffee & Conversation 10:30 AM 
Morning Worship 10:45 AM 

Spiritual Renewal Service 6:00 PM 
(Light supper served at 5:30 PM) 

Monday 
Spiritual Renewal Service 6:00 PM 
(Light supper served at 5:30 PM) 

Tuesday 
Spiritual Renewal Service 6:00 PM 
(Light supper served at 5:30 PM) 

Wednesday 
Spiritual Renewal Service 6:00 PM 
(Light supper served at 5:30 PM) 
MCN Student Ministries 6:30 PM 

Thursday 
Women’s Bible Study 9:30 AM 
Celebrate Recovery 6:30 PM 
(Please see Weekly Meetings for 
specific information.) 

Saturday 
Saturday Small Group 7:00 PM 

Mar 25 Rehearsal—Children’s Musical 

Mar 28 CCS Board Mtg. 

Apr 1 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 Dress Rehearsal—Children’s 

Musical 

Apr 2 Children’s Spring Musical 

Apr 5 Wednesdays with the Wise 

Financials 

   Tithes &  Missions 

Received 
Last Week  10,977  360 

Needed 
Weekly  9,000  675 

Received 
Year to Date  422,408  27,369 

Needed 
Year to Date  441,000  33,075 

Surplus/Deficit  (18,592)  (5,706) 

Welcome Song and Welcome 
(Children K-8 are dismissed to Children’s Church.) 

Praise and Worship 

Prayer, Response 

Announcements 

Worship Through Giving 

Chorus 

Investigating God’s Word: Rev. Mark Justice 

Response and Blessing 

Building Fund Challenge! 
We are just two weeks from the end of the 
church year, and one of our members has 
initiated a challenge related to our building 
fund.  At the current moment, every extra 
dollar we pay against our mortgage is 
actually worth about $2.50 in the long term.  
We have a donor who will match the first 
$2,000 of building fund gifts between now 
and our annual meeting.  Consider giving 
an extra gift right now at the end of the 
church year in order to free up funds for 
ministry in the days ahead!  Be certain to 
mark your gifts for the building fund! 

Announcements 
CCS Art Night—March 24 at 6:30 PM 
The Cornerstone 
Christian School PTFA is 
sponsoring an Art Night 
in the McLain Building 
cafeteria on March 24 
at 6:30 PM.  Cost is 
$25.00 per person with 
a group rate of $20.00 
per person available for 
groups of 8 or more from one church.  
Please contact Kristin Chen (860) 796-6041 
or Jane Loftus to register.  (A sneak peek of 
the project is shown above.) 

Sermon Notes: 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Meetings 
Wednesday Night Bible Study 
Wednesday Bible/Sermon Study meets on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 PM in the church 
fellowship hall.  Anyone/everyone is 
welcome. 

Ladies’ Bible Study—Thurs. at 9:30 AM 
All Ladies’ Bible Study meets on Thursdays 
from 9:30—11:00 AM in the fellowship hall.  
Childcare is provided through Kindergarten. 

All day, everyday, an invisible war 
rages around you—unseen, unheard, 
yet felt throughout every aspect of 
your life: your heart, mind, marriage, 
children, relationships, resilience, 
dreams, and your destiny.  The enemy 
always fails miserably when he meets a 
woman dressed for the occasion.  
Don't be caught with your guard 
down, purposely plan to secure a 
victorious life in Christ. 

Learn how to dress in The Armor of God in 
this study presented by Priscilla Shirer along 
with discussion groups following each 
lesson.  There is a fee of $14.00 for the 
workbook.  Please contact Sandy 
Snellenberger at 860-432-0241 or 
dalesnel@att.net to register for this class. 

 
Stop struggling alone!  Make a list of all your 
hurts, fears, and resentments for Jesus to 
heal!  Come celebrate with us!  Lower 
Level, McLain Building (Sterling Place 
entrance). 

6:30 PM Food and Fellowship 
7:00 PM Teaching Meeting (Inventory) 
7:45 PM Cross Talk Café—Coffee & With It 
8:00 PM Open Share Groups— 
 Men’s Open and Women’s Open 
 (all hurts, habits and hang-ups) 

More information in the lobby. 

Saturday Small Group—NEW 
Please see Activity Highlights for more 
information. 

Celebrate Recovery This Thursday Night! 

NEW—Saturday Small Group at 7 PM 
We would like to introduce a new transformational gathering for praise & worship, 
interactive Scripture reading and discussion, and an extended time of prayer for personal 
needs and community intercession.  We expect God to be present and active!  Meeting 
will be held in the McLain cafeteria at 7 PM on Saturdays, led by Tim and Jane Loftus. 

Please see next page for additional highlights. 

There are several opportunities being offered to encourage your spiritual growth during 
Lent. 

1. We are providing “Solitude and Meditation” guides, encouraging you to spend 
additional time quietly in the company of God. 

2. We will demonstrate a method of spiritual reading each Wednesday night during 
Lent.  The scriptures planned for use are available in the lobby. 

3. We have suggested the use of collection jars to serve as a reminder to spend time 
in Quiet.  The idea is to place a small piece of paper in the jar documenting every 
time you spend at least 15 minutes in meditation.  This isn’t a competition; the jar is 
a reminder, and the papers help you remember your progress.  Look in the lobby 
for jars, if you need one. 

4. Don’t forget Sunday night prayer meetings in various churches, Spiritual 
Deepening Week (March 19-22), the book “Praying in the Wesleyan Spirit,” and 
the events of Holy Week. 

These activities are attempts to move us to a place of greater connection to God, to a 
deeper spiritual life and transformational encounters with the Holy Spirit.  Honestly, we all 
know that if we grow in any way, it will have been the work of the Holy Spirit, not because 
of our own efforts.  But we want to be in the best possible position in order to grow, so we till 
the soil by spiritual disciplines so that God may grant the increase! 

Observing Lent 

Activity Highlights 

Spiritual Deepening Services with Rev. Mark Justice 
A couple of years ago I was in a conversation with Rev. Newell Smith, the District 
Superintendent of the Philadelphia District Church of the Nazarene.  I asked Newell who 
the outstanding preachers were on his district, and he recommended Mark Justice to me. 
You probably know by now that I enjoy inviting pastors from different churches to speak to 
us.  I believe that these pastors bring insight into the lives of people like us, a daily discipline 
with God’s Word, and a vital connection to the contemporary culture.  I am so pleased 
that Mark has agreed to join us in Manchester during this special season. 

Here, in his own words, are some details about the life of Rev. Mark Justice, who will be our 
speaker for Spiritual Deepening Week this week: 

I was born in Ashland, KY, 7th in a family of 8. 

I attended Mount Vernon Nazarene College where I felt a call 
to ministry.  It was there I met Vivian who I married in 1982.  We 
have two children: Roman and Devin and one-on-the-way 
grandchild.  After college, I attended Nazarene Theological 
Seminary and graduated in 1987. 

I have pastored two churches: Wilmington, New York and my 
current assignment in Lancaster, PA. 

I have served as District Children’s Director and currently serve on the District Advisory 
Board, the board of credentials and ministerial studies. 

I teach a variety of courses for Nazarene Bible College as an Adjunct Professor (online). 

It is a great privilege to preach and teach in the local church setting (or wherever I get a 
chance to preach and teach).  My passion is to see the church revived and to experience 
a 21st century Pentecost. 

When not leading the church or teaching, I love music (piano and guitar), college football 
and basketball (Go Kentucky!), and spending time with Vivian. 

Plan to Be Present!  March 19-22 –Spiritual Deepening Services 
Rev. Mark Justice will join us for a special time of renewal and spiritual deepening, 
beginning this morning, and running nightly at 6:30 PM through Wednesday night.  These 
services are a part of the rhythms of grace that flow through our lives.  We know from 
experience that God seizes these times that we set apart for Him, and uses them to pour his 
grace into our hearts and minds.  To ease the pressure of logistics, we will provide a light 
supper each evening from 5:30 to 6:15.  While we appreciate reservations and a small 
donation to offset costs, neither is necessary.  Attend as many services as you can.  Start to 
make plans to attend, so you are not caught with last minute conflicts.  We are going to 
have a great week together! 

Children’s Spring Musical 
Parents, save these dates for our spring musical, The Kingdom Connection: 

Saturday practices:  March 25 and April 1, 10:00 AM-12:00 PM 

Sunday performance:  April 2 during the worship service. 

Many thanks!  If you have any questions, feel free to contact Nancy Whitney. 

Baptism Service—Easter Sunday 
We anticipate having a baptism service on Easter Sunday morning.  If you have accepted 
Christ as your Savior and Lord, we strongly encourage you to follow the instruction of Jesus 
and be baptized (Matthew 28).  We understand baptism to be the outward symbol of an 
inward grace, the entry ritual into the Kingdom of God.  We believe that baptism is a 
sacrament, a physical act that carries sacred meaning, and that in the act of baptism, 
Christ pours His grace into our lives, encouraging us for Christian living.  If you would like to 
have a conversation about baptism, or would like to sign up to be baptized, please call the 
office or speak to any member of the pastoral staff. 

Ladies Real Rest Retreat—April 21-23 
Attention, Ladies!  “Are you tired?  Worn out?  Come to me.  Get away with me and you’ll 
recover your life.  I’ll show you how to take a REAL REST" (Matthew 11:28, The Msg).  Join us 
for our Real Rest Retreat, April 21-23, where together we'll explore how Jesus teaches to 
take Real Rest.  The cost is $135, and once again we'll be heading up to Windsor Hills Camp 
and Retreat Center in beautiful Windsor, New Hampshire.  Please sign up in the lobby 
today.  For more information, please see Evelyn Banning or Nancy Whitney. 

Activity Highlights (Continued) 


