
Sunday, April 30, 2017 

Welcome to Manchester Church of the Nazarene!  We are delighted 
to have you with us today, as we seek to worship God, pray for one 
another and our world, and listen intently to whatever the Holy Spirit 

might say to us.  Relax!  Consider yourself among friends! 

MANCHESTER CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 
218 Main Street, Manchester, CT • (860) 646-8599 • mcnaz.com 

 

This Week 

Looking Ahead 

Today 
Sunday School 9:30 AM 
Coffee & Conversation 10:30 AM 
Morning Worship 10:45 AM 

Wednesday 
Wednesdays with the Wise 11:00 AM 
MCN Student Ministries 6:30 PM 
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 PM 

Thursday 
Women’s Bible Study 9:30 AM 
Celebrate Recovery 6:30 PM 

(Please see Weekly Meetings 
for specific information.) 

Saturday 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast 8:00 AM 
Saturday Small Group 7:00 PM 

May 7 Annual Mtg—Part 2 
 Community Prayer 

May 27 Chess Night 

June 3 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

June 4 Community Prayer 

June 7 Wednesdays with the Wise 

June 11 Pizza (and salad) with the Pastors 

June 16 CCS Class of 2017 Graduation 

June 24 Chess Night 

July 22 Block Party 

July 31—Aug 4 VBS 

Financials 

   Tithes &  Missions 

Received 
Last Week  8,419  734 

Needed 
Weekly  9,000  525 

Received 
Year to Date  20,029  994 

Needed 
Year to Date  18,000  1,050 

Surplus/Deficit  2,029  (56) 

Welcome Song and Welcome 

Praise and Worship 

Special Mention 

Prayer, Response 

Announcements 

Worship Through Giving 
(Children K-4 are dismissed to Children’s Church.) 

Investigating God’s Word: Acts 2:37-42 

Response and Blessing 

Activity Highlights (Continued) 

NEW RECOVERY SMALL GROUPS! 

Women’s Habits & Addictions Open Share 
Struggling with Alcohol, Drugs, Food, Eating Disorders or Addicted Loved Ones 

Women’s Hurts & Hang-ups Open Share 
Struggling with Anxiety, Depression, Co-dependency, and Anything Else 

Thursday Evenings Celebrate Recovery 7-9 PM 
McLain Building Lower Level 

Community Prayer—May 7 at 6 PM 
The next Community Prayer Night will be hosted by The Salvation Army on May 7 at 6:00 PM.  
Please join us to pray for our community, our state and our nation.  This is part of a series of 
prayer meetings being held in area churches on the first Sunday night of each month. 

Sermon Notes 

Sermon Text: Acts 2:37-42 

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 



Weekly Meetings Annual Meeting Guidelines 
Annual Meeting Election Guide 
If you are a full formal member of the Manchester Church of the Nazarene, and at least 15 
years of age, you are invited to vote in the election this morning.  The balloting area is in 
the lobby.  Voting will be available from 10:00 AM through 12:15 PM in the church lobby. 

The process for voting goes like this: A nominating committee is selected by the Church 
Pastor and approved by the Church Board.  This committee meets and invites church 
members to serve in various capacities, informing them by letter.  The letters contain the 
qualifications required for service.  Those wishing to allow their names to stand for 
consideration must verify that they meet the qualifications for office as set forth in the 
Church Manual.  Last Sunday, the final ballot was presented to the congregation and 
questions or objections entertained. 

Elections are by plurality, so those who receive the most votes will be elected.  Church 
Board members serve for a three year term.  Officers serve for one year terms.  Delegates 
to both Mission Convention and District Assembly travel to Quincy, MA in June to represent 
us at the district level.  It is understood that the order of election also supplies us with 
alternate delegates, so that if an elected delegate is not able to fulfill their duty, the next 
highest vote getter becomes the replacement delegate. 

Pastoral Relations 
The Manual of the Church of the Nazarene also provides guidelines that govern the 
professional relationship that exists between a local pastor and the congregation.  After the 
initial calling process, with includes, interviews, recommendations, at least two votes (board 
and congregation), the ongoing relationship is defined by periodic reviews.  After the 
second year of a pastor’s tenure, the District Superintendent returns to verify that things are 
progressing smoothly and fruitfully in the ministry of the church.  Contingent on a positive 
first review, the review period extends to every four years thereafter.  Pastor Whitney has just 
completed his sixth year as Pastor of MCN, consequently, we are entering a review process 
that will include various surveys and inventories to assess progress and assist with future 
direction.  The Church of the Nazarene is unlike some other local churches (Methodist, 
Salvation Army, Episcopal, Catholic) where denominational administrators determine 
where local pastors serve.  In this church, as long as the church board and congregation 
feel that the ministry is proceeding in the proper direction and in the proper spirit, the local 
pastor cannot be arbitrarily relocated.  We rely on the leading of the Spirit as expressed by 
a majority of the saints to give direction in matters of pastoral relations. 

Wednesday Night Bible Study 
Wednesday Bible/Sermon Study meets on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 PM in the church 
fellowship hall.  Anyone/everyone is 
welcome. 

Ladies’ Bible Study—Thurs. at 9:30 AM 
All Ladies’ Bible Study meets on Thursdays 
from 9:30—11:00 AM in the fellowship hall.  
Childcare is provided through Kindergarten. 

All day, everyday, an invisible war 
rages around you—unseen, unheard, 
yet felt throughout every aspect of 
your life.  The enemy always fails 
miserably when he meets a woman 
dressed for the occasion.  Don't be 
caught with your guard down, 
purposely plan to secure a victorious 
life in Christ. 

Learn how to dress in The Armor of God in 
this study presented by Priscilla Shirer. 

 
Stop struggling alone!  Come hear what 
Jesus can do!  Lower Level, McLain Building 
(Sterling Place entrance). 

6:30 PM Food and Fellowship 
7:00 PM Teaching Meeting (Confess) 
7:45 PM Cross Talk Café—Coffee & With It 
8:00 PM Open Share Groups: 

• Men’s Open 

• Women’s Open—Habits       
and Addictions 

• Women’s Open—Anxiety, 
Depression, Co-dependence 

More information in the lobby. 

NEW—Saturday Small Group at 7 PM 
We would like to introduce a new 
transformational gathering for praise & 
worship, interactive Scripture reading and 
discussion, and an extended time of prayer 
for personal needs and community 
intercession.  We expect God to be present 
and active!  Meeting will be held in the 
McLain cafeteria at 7 PM on Saturdays, led 
by Tim and Jane Loftus. 

Celebrate Recovery This Thursday Night! 

Activity Highlights 

Crisis Care Kits—Help Needed! 
As a service ministry, the Grades-5-7 Sunday school class is putting care packages togeth-
er.  Crisis Care Kits include a variety of items to supply basis needs to people around the 
world who have experienced a crisis.  A tri-fold display board is set up in the lobby with 
items you may select and bring in for the care packages.  Please have all items brought in 
by May 21. 

Wednesdays with the Wise—May 3 at 11 AM 
The next luncheon for our 60(ish) and over friends will be this Wednesday, May 3 at 11:00 AM 
in the Fellowship Hall.  We hope you can join us for this time of food and fellowship.  You are 
invited to bring a side dish to share and a friend!  If you have questions, feel free to contact 
Tonia Light at 860-646-8599. 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast—May 6 at 8 AM 
The next Men’s Prayer Breakfast will be held on May 6 at 8:00 AM.  Meeting details for this 
month will be announced this morning. 

Please see back page for additional highlights. 

Announcements (Continued) 

Announcements 
Annual Meeting—Today and May 7 
This  morning we will hold our Annual Meeting for the Manchester Church of the Nazarene.  
In addition to printed reports from all departments, officers will be chosen, recognitions 
offered, statements of vision discussed and an annual sermon preached.  Those who are 
formal members of the church will be invited to vote in the election of church officers.  The 
budget will be considered on May 7. 

Though there will be official segments of the business meeting, the morning will still feel like 
a regular worship service. 

Please see next page for additional announcements. 

Free Smoke Alarm Program 
Did you know that the Manchester Fire Department - 8th District, has a free smoke alarm 
program?  Smoke alarms are mandatory in single and two family homes.  Have you tested 
yours lately?  If not, please do so today.  Also, please check the manufacturers date on the 
back of the unit.  If it is 10 years or older, or does not have a date, it must be replaced.  The 
Fire Department will provide free smoke alarms and installation.  Whether you need a 
smoke alarm because you do not have one or need to replace one, please call the Fire 
Marshal’s Office at (860) 643-6209 ext. 826.  We want you to be safe. 

Save the Dates! 
We are already planning summer 2017 events!  Plan on another great Block Party on 
Saturday, July 22, here on the MCN grounds. This will be a great opportunity for us to also 
invite our neighbors to attend our VBS program the week of July 31-August 4.  Be on the 
lookout for ways you can get involved in both events! 

Matching Funds Challenge! 
One of the members of MCN has offered to match the first $2,000 given toward our 
building fund, with this goal in mind.  At the end of this year, we will reset our mortgage for 
the last time, God willing.  We are moving into our final 5 year mortgage adjustment, and 
every dollar we pay ahead right now is actually worth about $2.50.  The lower our principal 
when we reset this mortgage, the more available funds we have for ministry activity.  I 
would encourage you, especially if you are getting a hefty income tax return this year, to 
join Nancy and me in giving a special gift to the building fund before the annual meeting, 
which is scheduled for April 30. 

Received to date: $1,893.00 


