
Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018 

Welcome to Manchester Church of the Nazarene!  We are delighted 

to have you with us today, as we seek to worship God, pray for one 

another and our world, and listen intently to whatever the Holy Spirit 

might say to us.  Relax!  Consider yourself among friends! 

MANCHESTER CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 
218 Main Street, Manchester, CT • (860) 646-8599 • mcnaz.com 

 

Welcome Song and Welcome 

Praise and Worship 

Baptism Liturgy / The Apostles’ Creed 

Announcements 

Worship Through Giving 

(Children in Grades K-4 are dismissed to Children’s Church.) 

Praise and Worship 

Prayer, Response 

Communion 

Investigating God’s Word:  John  20:1-18 

Response 

Baptism 

Response and Blessing 

CONGREGATION BALLOT RESULTS FROM LAST SUNDAY 3/25/18 

95 = Yes, I support the special emphasis on Christian Stewardship and Giving 

  6 = No, I do not think we should promote giving to pay off the church mortgage 

 

SPECIAL STEWARDSHIP AND DEBT REDUCTION EMPHASIS 

Which of the following are goals of the special emphasis on Christian 

Stewardship? 

a) Promote Biblical Christian Stewardship and maintain financial transparency 

in MCN finances. 

b) 100% participation for increased regular giving and/or special giving for 

debt reduction 

c) Advance pledges for debt reduction from the Church Board and Finance 

Committee with a challenge for the congregation to match the leadership 

pledges 

d) Special giving of $300,000 over the next two years to pay off our mortgage 

by April 1, 2020 

e) All of the above 

 

Meaning of Stewardship – Manual, Church of the Nazarene 

“The Scriptures teach that God is the Owner of all persons and all things.  We, 

therefore, are His stewards of both life and possessions.  God’s ownership and our 

stewardship ought to be acknowledged for we shall be held personally 

accountable to God for the exercise of our stewardship.  To this end, all His 

children should faithfully tithe and present offerings for the support of the gospel.  

(Malachi 3:8-12; Matthew 6:24-34; 25:31-46; Mark 10:17-31; Luke 12:13-24; 19:11-27; 

John 15:1-17;l Romans 12:1-13; 1 Corinthians 9:7-14; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15; 1 

Timothy 6:6-19; Hebrews 7:8; James 1:27; 1 John 3:16-18)” 

 

Remember this:  Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 

sows generously will also reap generously.  Each man should give what he has 

decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound in you, so that in all 

things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  

As it is written: “He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness 

endures forever.”  Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food 

will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of 

your righteousness.  You will be made rich in every way so that you can be 

generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 

thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs 

of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.  

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! (2 Corinthians 9:6-12, 15) 

This Week 

Looking Ahead 

Today 

Adult Sunday School 9:30 AM 

Coffee & Conversation 10:30 AM 

Morning Worship 10:45 AM 

Wednesday 

MCN Youth Ministries 6:30 PM 

Wednesday Night Prayer 7:00 PM 

Embracing Exile Book Study 8:00 PM 

Thursday 

Celebrate Recovery 6:30 PM 

(Please see Weekly Meetings 

for specific information.) 

Saturday 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 8:00 AM 

Apr 10 MCN Board Mtg. 

Apr 22 Annual Meeting—Part 1 

Apr 24 CCS Board Mtg. 

Apr 28— PR 2018 Work & Witness Trip 

May 6 

Apr 29 Annual Meeting—Part 2 

May 5 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

May 15 MCN Board Mtg. 

May 20 Pentecost 

May 22 CCS Board Mtg. 

Financials 

  Tithes & 
Offerings Missions 

Received 
Last Week $29,435 $291 

Needed 

Weekly $9,000 $525 

Received 
Year to Date $455,629 $27,860 

Needed 
Year to Date $468,000 $27,300 

Surplus/

(Deficit) ($12,371) $560 

Special Stewardship and Debt Reduction Emphasis 



Weekly Meetings 

Wednesdays with the Wise—April 4 at 11:00 AM 

Our next luncheon will be Wednesday, April 4 at 11:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall.  We 

have missed meeting together and are hoping for a beautiful, sunny day (at least just 

NO SNOW!).  Please feel free to invite a friend and bring a side dish to share if you are 

able.  For further information, please contact Tonia Light at 860-646-8599 or 

tonia.light@mcnaz.com.  Hope to see you there!! 

Easter Sunday Morning Photo Opportunity 

This morning, there is a photo booth area set up in the lobby for those who would like 

to take individual or family photos. 

Annual Meeting 2018—19 Church Year 

Our Annual Meeting for the 2018-19 church year will be held on April 22.  Elections for 

church officers will be held that day.  Reports and budget approvals will be held on 

April 29. 

Activity Highlights 

Announcements 

Wednesday Night Prayer 

In place of a traditional Bible study, we 

will give Wednesday nights to prayer 

this spring.  Join us in the Fellowship Hall 

for prayer at 7:00 PM each 

Wednesday. 

Wednesday Book Study 

Due to weather cancellations, our 

Wednesday night book study has 

been elongated somewhat.  It is our 

plan to finish the study of the book, 

Embracing Exile over the four 

Wednesdays immediately following 

Easter.  So, Chapter 4 will be April 4, 

Chapter 5, April 11, Chapter 6, April 18 

and Chapter 7, April 25. 

Celebrate Recovery Thursday Night! 

Stop struggling alone!  Come find a 

safe place.  Experience the healing 

love of Jesus!  Lower Level, McLain 

Building (Sterling Place entrance). 

6:30 PM Food and Fellowship 

7:00 PM Teaching Meeting— 

Spiritual Inventory II! 

7:45 PM Cross Talk Café—Coffee & 

Snacks 

8:00 PM Open Share Groups 

 Women’s Habits & Addictions 

 Women’s Hurts & Hang-ups 

 Men’s Purity 

 Men’s Hurts, Habits & Hang-ups 

More information in the lobby. 

A note about the nursery on Easter Sunday . . . 

Easter is one of those Sundays that no one wants to miss . . . and we don’t want anyone 

to miss!  Consequently, while the nursery will be open this morning, it will not be staffed 

today.  Feel free to take noisy or needy infants and toddlers back to those rooms when 

necessary.  Our regular staff will return next Sunday at the regular times.  Thanks for your 

consideration. 

Side One:  After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 

and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.  There was a violent earthquake, for an 

angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the 

stone and sat on it. 

Side Two:  “‘Holy, holy, holy’ is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to 

come.” Heaven and Earth are full of Your glory!  (Where is your victory, O Grave?) 

Side One:  The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are 

looking for Jesus, who was crucified.  He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come 

and see the place where he lay. 

Side Two:  “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 

wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”  To Him who sits on the throne 

be glory forever!  (Where is your sting, O Death?) 

Side One:  Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb.  

He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped 

around Jesus’ head.  The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen.  

Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside.  He saw 

and believed. 

Side Two:  “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, 

for you created all things, and by your will they were created.  You are the Alpha and 

Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End!  (You are Victor over Sin 

and Death!) 

Side One:  “Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here; he has 

risen!  Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:  The Son of 

Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day 

be raised again.’ 

All:  Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How 

unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!  Now to the King 

eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Congregational Reading 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

the Maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord: 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; 

he descended into hades. 

The third day he arose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Church universal, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.  

Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. 

For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods.  In his hand are the 

depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him.  The sea is his, for he 

made it, and his hands formed the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; for he is our 

God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care. 

April 1: Psalm 95 

Read The Word Aloud! 

We invite you to take a blue card for 

everyone in the family and read the 

suggested passage out loud every day 

during the Easter Season.  The Scriptures 

were written to be heard! 


